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The fact that Monsieur Bergeret was a professor at
the University, while he himself taught grammar in
a suburban lycte was not, to his mind, in conformity
with the idea of divine justice engraven upon his
heart He was too fair-minded a man to bear a
grudge against his friend ; but when the latter was
appointed lecturer at the Sorbonne Jumage felt it
keenly.

A curious effect of this comparative study of
their two lives was that Jumage formed an
inveterate habit of thinking and acting, on every
possible occasion, in a manner diametrically opposed
to Monsieur Bergeret's way of thinking and acting ;
not that he had not a sincere and upright character,
but he could not help suspecting that some malign
influence was at work to ensure the success of
careers which were of greater importance and merit
than his own, and were therefore unrighteous. And
thus, when he found that the professor was in
favour of the Revision, he at once joined the ranks
of the Nationalists, because he conceived all manner
of perfectly genuine reasons for doing so, and also
because he had to be the antithesis, in a sense, the
inverted self; of Monsieur Bergeret. He entered
his name as a member of the League of the Agitation
franfaise, and even made speeches at its meetings.
In the same way he opposed his friend on every
topic under the sun, from systems of economical